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NY Attorney General Singles White House Bucks The World:
Settlements Aren’t lllegal

Out B&H Foto In ‘Instant
Rebate’ Sales Tax Dispute

New York Attorney General Letitia James last
week sued the chassidic-owned B&H Foto & Elec-
tronics Corporation, the nation’s largest non-chain
photo and video equipment retailer, for failure to
pay sales tax on reimbursements from manufactur-
ers for instant rebate discounted sales.

The complaint filed in NYS Supreme Court al-
leges that B&H “fraudulently” failed to collect or
pay sales tax on the amount of the discount as re-
quired by law. (It does not claim that B&H withheld
sales taxes it collected from customers for the final
discounted price.)

In a statement, the Attorney General charged
that the company was motivated by a desire to gain
a “competitive edge” over its competitors and max-
imize its profits at the expense of all New Yorkers.

A B&H spokesman told The Jewish Press that
B&H did not remit the sales tax on the discounted
amount because it never collected it from the con-
sumer as per industry-wide practice. It acted in ac-
cordance with New York law, the spokesman said.

He also noted that B&H has been in business

for 47 years and has been regularly audited by NYS
tax authorities and no issue over the practice was
ever raised.

- T
Artist Lior Shurin seen ing straw baskets outside her home in the settlement of Bat Ayin in Gush Etzion

ier this year. Ri ing over 40 years of American policy, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said on Monday
that the U.S. will no longer regard Jewish settlements in Judea and Samaria as violations of international law.
See coverage on pages 3 and 16 and editorial on page 7. (Photo by Tamar Wiseberg/Flash90)
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